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Topics to understand… 

 
1. Culture of the Plains Indians and how it conflicted with white culture. 

 
2. Impact that the transcontinental railroad had on: 

a) the West. 
b) the United States as a whole. 
c) the world. 

 
3. For both Union Pacific AND Central Pacific Railroad: 

a) where they started and which directions they traveled. 
b) group(s) of workers who helped build the railroad and reasons these workers were used. 
c) problems faced by workers building the railroad. 

 
4.  Impact of the Homestead Act on the West. 

 
5. a) Purpose of cattle ranching and how it worked. 

b) Reason for “Cattle Kingdom” coming to an end. 
 

6. How gold and silver strikes led to the development of boomtowns and later, ghost towns 
 
7.  Impact of westward expansion (farming, railroads, etc.) on the Plains Indians. 

 
8. Outcome and importance of each of the following events: 

a) Fort Laramie Treaty 
b) Sand Creek (Chivington) Massacre 
c) Battle of Little Bighorn 
d) Battle of Wounded Knee 
e) Dawes Act 
 

Terms to Know… 
 

Tepees Tents used by Plains Indians, made by stretching buffalo skin on tall poles. 

Homestead Act Federal law that promised 160 acres of western land for anyone who farmed it for five years. 

Sodbusters Name given to farmers in the Great Plains because they used a steel plow to cut through sod. 

Exodusters  Group of African Americans who moved to the Great Plains to farm. 

Cattle Kingdom Region in the Great Plains, stretching from Texas to Montana, that was dominated by cattle ranching 

Cattle Drives Herding and moving cattle, usually to railroad lines. 

Cow Towns Settlement that grew up at the end of a cattle trail where it met a railroad line. 

Boom Town Town that grew very quickly near a gold or silver strike. 

Ghost Town Town that was abandoned quickly after gold or silver ran out and miners left. 

Transcontinental Railroad Railroad that stretches from coast to coast. 

Promontory Location in Utah where Union Pacific and Central Pacific Railroads met in 1869, creating transcontinental RR. 

Reservation Limited land area set aside for Native Americans. 

Dawes Act Law that encouraged Native Americans to settle down and become farmers. 
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